[The significance of current hepatitis virology for geriatrics].
In geriatric medicine, hepatitis A is of minor interest only because protecting antibodies have been demonstrated in 92% of the elderly. Hepatitis B (which, prior to recognition of major routes of transmission, was predominantly transmitted percutaneously) has gained importance only by its chronic residuals in aged patients; acute infection in the elderly is rare. The recently detectable posttransfusional hepatitis C is the most important type of viral hepatitis in the elderly. In our region, hepatitis D is rare and hepatitis E has not yet been observed.